
 

 

Autumn/Winter edition 

Sept to Dec 2017 

A warm welcome to our Autumn 

newsletter!   

In December we will be undertaking our       
Annual Satisfaction Survey again. We would 
really appreciate it if as many of you as        
possible could take part as it helps us to plan 
services each year, the feedback helps us to 
develop/improve what we do and helps   
demonstrate to Calderdale Council how much                     
families value Children’s Centres in Calderdale.   
 

We have been delivering a project called ‘Energy Levels’, 
which I am sure many of you will have signed up to be part of 
and your children may be taking part in exciting activities in 
centres, but if you haven’t yet signed up it’s not too late, see 
the article on page 11 to find out more.   

Thank you all for your continued support to our Children’s 
Centres. Hope you all enjoy the festive season. 

 

Tina Burke 
Service Manager 

Annual Celebration Event 

 

On Thursday 22nd June a number of families attended our second successful Celebration Event.  Danielle Durrans, the Chairperson for 
North Halifax Partnership presented parents with a certificate. We wanted to celebrate their continued support and attendance      
throughout the children’s centres including attending 3 or more adult learning courses, volunteering in nursery or at one of our groups 
along with the dads who run the Dads R Us group.  We also wanted to show our appreciation for a number of long term volunteers that 
have been with us for a few years now as well as those people who have successfully gained employment after attending the Work Club 
at our Elland Children’s Centre.  

 

Families had afternoon tea and there were a number of activities for the children to enjoy          
including face painting, making cloud dough and discovering dinosaur eggs. We also asked     
parents to write their best achievements for 2017 and what they would like to achieve in 2018 on 
wooden stars which will be displayed on our Family Learning Team Celebration Event board in 
Elland Children’s Centre.  

 

Jaime Crossley 
Senior Family Learning Administrator  
 

 

Bi-annual Visits  

In July 2017 the Family Support Teams in Lower Valley and North 
and East Halifax undertook our Bi-Annual exercise. This is where we 
contact families who haven’t accessed Children’s  Centre services in 
the last 6 months; we do this either by phone or a door knock.     
During this exercise we ask families for feedback on why they   
haven’t accessed any of our services and we use this opportunity to 
update our records and promote Children’ Centre Services.  

On this occasion we successfully contacted 1373 families, with a      

total of 162 families requesting a further service from us. This        

included information about our services, signposting to groups and 

activities, registering new members of their family and referrals for 

Family Support.  

We will next be undertaking this exercise in January 2018 so watch 

out for our friendly faces if we haven’t seen you at the centre in the 

meantime.  

 

Nicola Birchall  

Senior Family Support Worker   



 

 

Health News 

A new provider for Health Visiting, Oral Health Promotion and Breastfeeding Support in Calderdale   

 

Locala Community Partnerships are now providing the Public Health Early Years’ Service (PHEYS) in 
Calderdale. The PHEYS covers Health Visiting, Oral Health Promotion and Breastfeeding Support for 
the families of children aged 0- 5 years in Calderdale. 

Locala, a community interest company which also provides school nursing and the nursing element of 
the Youth Offending service in Calderdale, started this new contract - awarded by Calderdale Public 
Health – on July 1

st
.  

Health Visitors and peer supporters are working in teams to cover the whole of Calderdale via these localities: 

 Upper Valley 

 Halifax Central 

 Halifax North 

 East Lower Valley 

 

Health Visiting 

Each family has a named Health Visitor who, if the family wishes, acts as a care co-ordinator and a single point of contact between the 
family and any other health and social care professionals who are providing support.  This helps families understand the roles of the   
various professionals in creating a seamless care plan and avoids duplication.  Health Visitors work directly with the whole family to 
make sure they are supported consistently and with guidance are able to take ownership of the family’s health and health goals.   

 

All services are available 8.30am to 5.30pm Monday to Friday.  There is a single point of access telephone phone number, which is:  

030 0304 5076 (this is a local call rate telephone number)                                                           

Calls to this number will be directed to the most appropriate person. PHEYS appointments are made to suit both families and clinicians 
at a day, time and place wherever families feel comfortable. Visits can be arranged for home or at one of the clinics or many local     
community centres and Children’s Centres in Calderdale.  

 

Richard Palfreeman, Head of Operations for Locala’s Integrated Children’s Services, said: “We are really looking forward to developing a 
high quality, innovative 0-5 years’ service in Calderdale. We believe in taking a ‘whole family’ approach, building a trusted relationship 
where people feel listened to and actively involved in decision-making about their family’s’ health and wellbeing.” 

 

Oral Health Promotion  

The Oral Health Promotion team works in schools, nurseries and playgroups supporting and training staff there to meet children’s oral 
health needs.  This is done through a variety of methods such as supervised tooth brushing programmes and supporting families with a 
wide range of information materials.  

 

Breastfeeding Support 

Peer Mentoring programmes provide support with infant feeding to all families. All volunteers attend an accredited training course in 
breastfeeding peer support and there are now almost 70 active peer supporters across Calderdale. 

 

More information and advice 

The Locala PHEYS webpage will be expanding soon. Find it at https://www.locala.org.uk/calderdale-pheys/  

There is also advice and guidance on many different health issues relating to children aged 0-5 years and families on the newly created 
Health Early Years (HEY) website: www.healthyearlyyears.co.uk   

HEY also offers a free mobile app packed with top tips to offer a helping hand to parents and carers of children aged from birth to 5 years 
old. Families can now access trustworthy information on child health and services available in Calderdale. Created with families and child 
health professionals the website, downloadable content and free mobile app have been designed to help children in Calderdale to be 
healthy, happy and safe.  

 

About Locala 

Locala, a community interest company, has been providing the Calderdale School Nursing service and Youth Offending Team for two 
years and also manages a GP practice in the centre of Halifax and one in Todmorden – each with out of hours, weekend and Bank    
Holiday walk-in services – and two community dental clinics. Locala also provides full community healthcare services in Kirklees          
including for the families of children aged 0-19 years (25 years for children with special needs). 

 

https://www.locala.org.uk/calderdale-pheys/
http://www.healthyearlyyears.co.uk


 

 

Safety News 

Bonfire & Firework Safety 

Remembering these tips could help prevent an accident. 

 Only buy fireworks marked BS 7114. 

 Don’t drink alcohol if setting off fireworks. 

 Keep fireworks in a closed box. 

 Follow the instructions on each firework. 

 Light them at arm’s length, using a taper. 

 Stand well back. 

 Never put fireworks in your pocket or throw them. 

 Always supervise children around fireworks. 

 Light sparklers one at a time and wear gloves. 

 Never give sparklers to a child under five. 

 Keep pets indoors. 

 Don’t set off noisy fireworks late at night and never after 11pm 

 Never go near a firework that has been lit. Even if it hasn’t gone off, it could still explode. 

 

 Babies or children can wriggle in your arms and reach out unexpectedly. Avoid 
 holding a baby or child when you have a sparkler in your hand. 

 Children under five are too young to safely hold a sparkler and don’t really under
 stand why they might be dangerous. Avoid giving them one to hold by themselves.  

 Children over five will still need you to supervise them when they use sparklers. 
 It’s safest if they wear gloves when they’re holding them. They might seem like 
 'fireworks  lite' but sparklers can reach a temperature of 2000ºC. Have a bucket of 
 water handy to put them in so that no-one can pick up a hot one off the ground. 
 Teach them not to wave sparklers near anyone else or run with them. 

 

Fire Safety  
 
With the terrible news of the fire that took hold of Grenfell Tower in London on 14th June, we felt it  
essential to make our safety message about Fire Safety including Bonfire Night. 
 
Did you know that most fires in the home can be prevented, by taking some easy and common sense  
precautions you can take the necessary actions to protect your home and those who live in it.  
 
Fire safety information from the Government and the Fire Service recommends the easiest way to protect 
your home and family from a fire is to install working smoke alarms, they can be either  
battery operated or mains fitted it really doesn’t matter but they should be tested  
regularly.  To find out more information about smoke alarms and how to get the correct one take a look at the       
Fire Service website www.fireservice.co.uk/safety. 
 
Just a few more Fire safety facts to make you think 
 

 Did you know you are 7 times more likely to survive a fire in your home if you have working smoke alarms. 
 1 in 10 parents of under 5s admit their child has suffered a serious burn/ scald 
 95% of all childhood burns and scalds happen at home 

 

 
Keep Safe – think fire safety 



 

 

News from our Children’s Centres 

Beechwood Park Big Picnic 1
st

 July 2017 
 
Over 2500 people joined in our Big Picnic. What a Wonderful Day!!! 
 
We hope all of you who came along to the Beechwood Park Big Picnic enjoyed the day as much as 
we did. We couldn’t have hoped for better weather, the sun was shining and the park was full of  
activities for everyone from the young to not so young! 
 
The Beach for the Day complete with deck chairs and a Punch and Judy show and the Dog Show 
were really popular for everyone along with butterfly catching, henna hand painting, dream catcher 
making and lots of other stalls and activities most of which were completely FREE. 
 
We’d like to thank all those from across the community who came together to make the day so successful 
and Thanks to everyone who came along and joined in on the day who made it so  busy and a real family 
event. 
 
TELL US WHAT YOU THOUGHT ABOUT THE DAY 
We’d really like to hear what people thought about the day and  
whether you’d like us to do something again next year. If you have  
any pictures from the day why don’t you share them on our Facebook 
page and make a comment telling us what you thought of the          
Big Picnic.  
 
You can find us on Facebook         
by searching for Sure Start 
Childrens Centres NHP 
 
Here are some of our  
pictures: 
 
 

What Family Support Offer 

 
The Family Support Team are a dedicated team of support workers who can provide structured and tailored Family  

Support that suits you.  We also offer practical, friendly advice to help you manage through those difficult times of family 

life.   

Being a parent isn’t always easy, that’s why we’d like to support you. 

 
This is what we can offer:  

 Practical Parenting advice and support through confidential one to one support 

for parents/carers.  

 Support with your child’s behaviour 

 Routines and boundaries 

 Support and advice on your child’s developmental needs 

 Support to access benefits and debt advice 

 Signposting, advice and referrals to other services if needed 

 Support to attend relevant meetings 

 

We are available 9am — 5pm Monday to Friday to talk over your needs, 

worries or concerns, offering general advice and information.  You can      

contact the family support teams on 01422 251090 or 01484 386621 

North & East Halifax Family    

Support Team 

Lower Valley Family Support Team 



 

 

News from our Nurseries 

What is the 30 hours childcare entitlement?  

 
From September 2017, eligible working parents can claim an additional 15 hours of funded childcare per week, for 38 weeks each 
year. Some childcare providers will allow parents to 'stretch' their offer, taking fewer hours per week, over more weeks of the year. This is on 
top of the universal entitlement of 15 hours. 

 

Working parents will include those who are self employed and those employed on zero hours contracts. Parents are expected to be eligible if 
they meet one of these criteria:  

 both parents are working or one parent is working in lone parent families. This will be defined as earning the equivalent of 16 hours per 
week on national minimum wage (or national living wage) so around £120 per week. This is subject to a maximum income threshold of 
£100,000 per year per parent;  

 both parents are employed, but one (or both) parent is temporarily away from the workplace on:  

 parental leave; 

 maternity leave; 

 paternity leave; 

 adoption leave; or 

 statutory sick pay; 

 one parent is employed and one parent is in receipt of carers allowance (or receives the carers element of Universal credit), or one  
parent is employed and one parent is disabled or incapacitated (based on specific benefits). 

 

Parents will generally remain eligible for funded entitlement if they access tax credits, universal credit, tax-free childcare and other childcare 
schemes to help pay for any additional childcare they need. 

 

Parents will be asked to open an online Tax free childcare account and check their eligibility for the 30 hours funded childcare at the same 
time. If they are eligible, they will receive an 11 digit code. For more information, see Access to the childcare service as a parent or childcare 
provider on www.gov.uk   

 

Where & when can you access the 30 hours? 

 

Parents of children who will be 3 on 31st August can apply now, If eligible, you're entitled to an extra 570 hours of free childcare a year to 
use flexibly, so 1140 hours in total. 

Available at participating: 

 Nurseries and nursery classes 

 Playgroups and pre-school 

 Childminders 

 Sure Start Children's Centres — All our centres are participating in the 30 hours scheme.  

For further information please go to: https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/ 

 

Eligibility for 30 hours of funded childcare (from September 2017) 

At what age is early education available? 

How do I get these sessions 

Ring the Early Years Learning and Childcare Team within Calderdale Council for a list of places where your child can take early education 
and childcare sessions (ie childminders, day nurseries, children's centres, pre-school playgroups or independent schools), or search 
the  Childcare providers database online; 

When you know where you want your child to go, ask the manager at the setting to register your child for their funded place. If you are      
entitled to a 30 hour funded place, you will need to show your HMRC (HM Revenue and Customs) 11 digit eligibility code to your childcare 
provider; 

The manager at the setting will send a claim for your child in to the Early Years Learning and Childcare Team who will allocate funding for 
your child's early education and childcare sessions. 

Date of third or fourth birthday Place available 

3rd or 4th birthday between 1 April and 31 August Place starts in September (Autumn funding period) 

3rd or 4th birthday between 1 September and 31 December Place starts in January (Spring funding period) 

3rd or 4th birthday between 1 January and 31 March Place starts in April (Summer funding period) 

https://childcare-support.tax.service.gov.uk/
https://childcare-support.tax.service.gov.uk/
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
http://www.calderdale.gov.uk/education/childcare/providers/index.jsp


 

 

Sure Start Children’s CentresSure Start Children’s CentresSure Start Children’s Centres   

 

 

Tel: 01422 266197 Tel: 01484 386621 

 

 

Tel: 01422 266197 Tel: 01484 714768 Tel: 01422 243941  

Work Club: 1pm — 3pm 

Support & advice for seeking 

employment. Just drop in! 

Family Support Drop In: 

9am—11am. No need to 

book, just drop in! 

Messy Monkeys: 1:30pm  

—3pm Stay & Play sessions 

for parents and their children 

from ‘walkers’ to 5yrs. Just 

drop in! £1.50 per family. 
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 Tiny Treasures: 1:30pm — 

3pm Stay & play for parents 

and children from                  

0 —’walkers’. Term time    

only. Just drop in!           

£1.50 per family. 

Tiny Treasures: 1pm —

2:30pm, aimed at children 

between 0 and walkers. Just 

drop in! £1.50 per family.  

Childminders Group: 

9:15am — 10:45am. Just 

drop in! £1.50 per family 

Big & Little Explorers:     

Upper Porta cabin 9am  - 

11am. Stay & play for        

parents and children             

0 — 5yrs Term time only 

£1.60 per family                

Just turn up!  
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Tiny Treasures: 1pm —

2:30pm, aimed at children 

between 0 and walkers. Just 

drop in! £1.50 per    family.  

 

Postnatal Buggy Walk: 9:30 
— 10:30am Just turn up 
each week for a 
coffee and a chat and some 

exercise  

 Messy Monkeys Whinney 

Hill Community Centre: 

9:15am — 10:45am Suitable 

for ‘walkers’ to 5 years. Term 

time only, Just drop in! £1.50 

per family.    
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Yorkshire Smoke Free -

Stop Smoking Clinic: 

12:30—3:30pm for            

information or to book an 

appointment call 01422 

262373 

 Messy Monkeys: 1pm  —

2:30pm Stay & Play         

sessions for parents and 

their children. Suitable for 

‘Walkers’ to 5 years old.   

Just drop in! £1.50              

per family. 

Baby Group: 10am — 

11:30am Suitable for 0 — 

’walkers’. Just drop in! £1.50 

per family.  

Singing & Story Time: Holy 

Nativity Church   11am — 

11:30am Fun for you and 

your children. Term time on-

ly. Just turn up!  
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Family Support Drop In: 

9:30am — 11:30am        

Support & advice for        

parents. Just drop in! 
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   Saturday Splat Group: 

10am — 11:30am. For     

children with additional 

needs. First Saturday of  

every month. Booking       

essential call 01484 714768 

£1.50 per family  
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Find us on the web at: www.surestartchildrenscentresnhp.org.uk 



 

 

Tel: 01422 434006 Tel: 01422 243633 Tel: 01422 248222 Tel: 01422 252209 Tel: 01422 434006 

 

Manic Mondays: 9:30am —

11:30am. Stay & play       

session for parents and their 

children 0 — 5yrs. Just drop 

in! £1.60 per family  

 

  Mini Movers Baby Group: 

9:45am  - 11:15am. Stay & 

play for parents and children 

0 — 2yrs Term time only. 

Just drop in! £1.60 per family 

 

 

Crafty Ladies: Every      

fortnight 4th & 18th Sept, 

2nd, 16th & 30th Oct, 13th, 

27th of Nov and 11th Dec. 

4pm — 6pm  

Come along and indulge 

your hobby and make new 

friends. 
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Baby Play Tuesdays: 

9:30am — 11am Stay & play 

session for parents & chil-

dren 0 — 2yrs £1.60 per   

family Just drop in! Term 

time only. 

Inbetweeners: 9:30am - 

11:30am Stay & play group 

for parents & children 

’walking’ to 3yrs. £1.60 per 

family. Just turn up! Run by 

parents/carers/volunteers  

Bumps & Babies Group: 

9:30am — 11am Stay & play 

for parents and babies up to 

2yrs of age. Term time only 

£1.60 per family. Just drop 

in! 

Well Baby Clinic: 9:30am — 

11am Drop in clinic to weigh 

your baby & seek  advice of 

health visitors.  

Tiny Me: 9:30am —11am 

Stay & play for parents and 

children 0  - 18mths. Term 

time only £1.60 per family. 

Just drop in!  
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Well Baby Clinic: 9:00am - 

10:30am Drop in clinic to 

weigh your baby and seek 

advice and guidance from 

the health visitors.  

Buddy Bears:  9:30am  - 

11:30am Stay & play session 

for parents & children 0 - 

4yrs Just drop in! £1.60 per 

family 

  Community Breastfeeding 

Group: 9:30am —11am. For 

more info phone 01422 

201344  
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 Well Baby Clinic: 9:30am — 

11:30am Drop in clinic to 

weigh your baby & seek  ad-

vice of health visitors.  

Breastfeeding Advice & 

Support: 12noon — 1:30pm  

For further info contact the 

health visitors on 01422 

367168 

  Childminder Network: 9am  

- 11:30am Term time only 

for childminders and their 

children Just drop in!  

Chat & Play: 1:30pm  - 

3pm. Stay and play for    

parents & children 0 — 5yrs 

£1.60 per family Just drop 

in! 
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 Baby Adventures: 1pm  — 

2:30pm Stay & play session 

for parents & children 0 - 

14mths. Just drop in! £1.60 

per family. 

  Yoga for Adults: 10 — 

11:30am Term time only. 

For more info and to book 

on call Helen 07925 102461. 

Art Class: 1 — 3pm. All 

stages welcome & materials 

provided. Call Annette    

Duncan on 07884 968444 

for further info. 
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Dads R Us:  
September 2nd  

9:30am onwards. Circus 
skills experience, for more 
information and future dates 
see www.dadsareus.co.uk 
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‘What’s On’ Guide Mon ‘What’s On’ Guide Mon ‘What’s On’ Guide Mon ———   SatSatSat   

Details were correct at time of publishing, please ring and check before travelling to a centre.  

This is run by the Health Visitors 
Team and will offer one to one 
advice and support to parents/
carers. For further information 

please contact the health       
visitors on 0300 045076  

Home Start is a registered charity     

supporting families with at least one child 

under the age of 5 years.  The charity 

accesses our centre and provides a stay 

and play group for parents registered 

with the charity.  Please phone 01422 

242124 for more information  



 

 

Family & Adult Learning CoursesFamily & Adult Learning CoursesFamily & Adult Learning Courses   

Confirmation will be given in writing approximately two weeks before the course starts.  

Course Details Start Date Wks Time Where Childcare 

North & East Course Details  

Volunteering is it for you? Fri 8th Sept 1 10:00am - 12:00pm Innovations CC No Childcare 

Mini Movers Fri 15th Sept 3 9:45am - 10:45am  Creations CCC Children in session 

Positive Parents, Confident Children Thu 21st Sept 4 9:30am - 11:30am Lee Mount Primary School Limited crèche 

Tumble Bees Mon 25th Sept 4 1:30pm - 2:30pm  Threeways Ovenden Children in session 

Baby Massage Wed 27th Sept  4 1:00pm - 2:00pm  Illingworth CCC Children in session 

Halloween Lanterns Mon 30th Oct  1 1:00pm - 2:30pm Ash Green CC Upper Site Children in session 

Going Wild in Beechwood Park Tue 31st Oct 1 10:00am - 12:00pm Beechwood Park, Illingworth Children in session 

Sling Swing Thu 9th Nov  3 10:30am - 11:30am  Shelf Village Hall Children in session 

Ash Green Primary Christmas Fayre Sat 25th Nov 1 11:00am - 1:00pm Ash Green Primary School Children in session 

Christmas Bake-Off Tue 28th Nov 1 12:45pm - 2:45pm Holy Nativity Church  Limited crèche   

Once Upon a Christmas Time with Miss Molly Mon 4th Dec 1 10:00am - 11:30am Northowram & Shelf CC Children in session 

Christmas Family Fun Thu 7th Dec 1 1:15pm - 2:45pm Moorside Primary School Children in session 

Lower Valley Course Details  

Wildlife Discovery Adventure Tue 12th Sept 3 1:15pm - 2:45pm  Field Lane CC Children in session 

Baby Yoga Thu 14th Sept 4 10:00am - 11:00am  Holywell Green CC Children in session 

Sensory Baskets Fri 13th Oct  3 1:00pm - 2:00pm Wellholme Park CC Children in session 

Create a Life You Love Mon 6th Nov 4 9:30am - 11:30am Elland CC Limited crèche  

Baby Sign Wed 8th Nov 4 1:30pm - 2:30pm Wellholme Park CC Children in session 

Baby Massage Fri 10th Nov 4 10:00am - 11:00am  Elland CC Children in session 

Once Upon a Christmas Time with Miss Molly Thu 7th Dec 1 10:15am - 11:45am Field Lane CC Children in session 

Accredited Course Details   

Emergency Paediatric First Aid Sat 16th Sept 1 9:00am - 4:00pm Holywell Green CC No Childcare  

Volunteering Helping in Schools SEND Tue 26th Sept 10 9:30am - 2:30pm Elland CC Limited crèche  

First Aid at Work Fri 6th Oct  2 9:30am - 2:30pm  Croft House, Elland  Limited crèche   

Food Hygiene Level 2 Thu 19th Oct  1 9:30am - 2:30pm Creations CCC Limited crèche 

Emergency Paediatric First Aid Sat 4th Nov  1 9:00am - 4:00pm Illingworth CC No Childcare   

Manicure Tue 7th Nov  4 9:30am - 11:30am  Holmfield Mill Limited crèche  

Food Hygiene Level 2 Thu 30th Nov  1 9:30am - 2:30pm Field Lane Porta Cabin Limited crèche  

Christmas Bake-Off 

A one off adult only Christmas 

baking session, making simple 

cakes and decorating them 

along with making easy  

Christmas gifts for example 

Reindeer Hot Chocolate.   

Limited crèche available.  

Food Hygiene Level 2 

A 1 week Food Hygiene    
Level 2 practical course, 
learners will gain a full        
accreditation after attending a 
single days’ practical course. 
Limited crèche available. 

Sling Swing  

4 weeks of fun, swinging dance and 
gentle movement sessions for mums, 
dads and babies in slings and baby 
carriers. Bop away with your baby 
while doing the Charleston, the Salsa 
or Disco.   Suitable for families with 
children aged 6 weeks upwards, no 
sling or carrier necessary as these 
are  available in the session.  

Volunteering Helping in Schools  Accredited Course 

A 10 week adult only course of Volunteering Helping in Schools SEND,  
this course gives participants an excellent starting point if they would like 
to work in schools as teaching/classroom assistants including    working 
with children who have additional needs. Participants will need to       
organise a 20 hour placement within a school. Learners completing the 
course and placement can gain a Level 2 qualification. For more        
information please call the family learning team. Limited crèche        
available. 

Going Wild in Beechwood Park 

A one off session for the whole family to 

enjoy Beechwood Park, make a leaf hat, a 

wild cocktail and explore the natural      

environment. Suitable for ages 2+ but all 

ages welcome. 



 

 

Courses Descriptions 

Emergency Paediatric  

First Aid   

A full day adult only Emergency 
Paediatric First Aid course.     
Participants will learn the        
techniques and procedures with a 
multi choice exam at the end of 
the day.  

Tumble Bees  

4 weeks of pre-school gymnastics, 
learning floor skills like bending,    
rolling and twisting to develop gross 
and fine motor skills and move on to 
learn more specific movements like 
log rolls and balancing on a gym ball. 
All with the aid of their parents.      
Suitable for parents and children 
aged walking to 5 years. 

Mini Movers 

A 3 week family learning course that creates a unique 
and current  approach to baby and toddler sessions. 

Using  sensory lighting, soft play area, group singing, 

dance  routines, music and more. For ages 0 – 5 years.  

Sensory Baskets 

A 3 week activity where families will 
learn different ways to help their child 
learn through play. Each week will 
have a different focus from natural/
home objects like pots and pans and 
wooden spoons to music and sound 
and messy/creative play. Suitable for 
children aged 0 – 2 1/2yrs. 

Create a Life You Love 

A 4 week adult only course  helping learners 

to improve their confidence, self-awareness 

and gaining your own personal power.        

Ultimately leading to feeling happier with life 

and confident to tackle many situations.     

Limited crèche available.  

Positive Parents,         

Confident Children 

Our very popular course   
returns this term for another 
4 weeks. Parents will look at 
how   children behave, what 
makes them behave that 
way and how parents can 
deal with problems in a  
positive way. Some of the 

topics   covered include  
tantrums, picky eating, 
and clingy behaviour. 
Limited crèche available.   

Emergency First Aid at Work 

A 2 week adult only course 
where learners will study both 
the theory and practical          
elements of Emergency Fist Aid 
at Work. There will be a short 
exam at the end of the second 
day. Limited Crèche Available. 

Wildlife Discovery Adventure  

3 weeks of discovering all things wild on our nature 
toddle around Field Lane Children’s Centre area. 
Week 1 will be exploring the area and what lives 
there, week 2 will be mini beast hunting with the fi-
nal week    having a go at seasonal wild art and a 
treasure hunt. Best suited to children aged 2+ but 
children of all ages are invited to come along and 
explore. Welly boots are a must if it rains.  

Volunteering is it for you? 

Interested in working with us? Thinking 

of getting back into work or a career 

change? We have lots of volunteering 

opportunities available, we can help 

you gain valuable skills and confidence 

which can be taken into paid            

employment. No crèche available.  

Baby Yoga 

A 4 week family learning course of Baby   

Yoga. This course introduces yoga over the 

weeks allowing the baby to become familiar 

with a new way of moving and being handled 

as well as having the opportunity to interact 

with parents and other babies. In yoga, every 

stretch is balanced with relaxation so you and 

your baby will learn that tension and          

relaxation are complementary. Suitable for 

children aged 2 mths upwards.  

Baby Sign  

4 weeks of baby sign,      
designed to teach parent 
and child how to         
enhance communication. 
It involves playing with 
speech, sounds and 
phonics to help  develop 
speech, language and 
the foundations of     
reading. Suitable for 
families with children 
aged 6 mths to 2 years 
(2½ years if the child has 
speech delay).  

Ash Green Primary School                 

Christmas Fayre 

Come along to the Christmas Fayre for lots 
of fun activities including making your own 
Rudolph, door hangers to invite Santa to 
leave presents, wreaths and Christmas 
cards and calendars. There is a small    
entrance fee of 50p per adult to the Ash 
Green Primary School Christmas fayre, 
which enters you into the prize draw.    

Halloween Lanterns 

A one off session where families 

can make their own paper     

lantern to join with the lantern 

parade through Mixenden on 

31st October. A chance to be         

creative using lots of crafty    

materials. Suitable for 0 — 5 

years with adult help.  

Once upon a Christmas Time with 

Mrs Molly  

A one off session around everything 

Christmas, there will be lots of 

Christmas crafts and activities linked 

to a different Christmas Story read 

by Mrs Molly. Best suited to children 

aged 18mths to 5 years.  

Baby Massage 

A 4 week course designed to 

teach parents all the skills of baby 

massage, how it may aid          

relaxation, sleep and assist with 

the symptoms of colic. This course 

is a practical course suitable for 

families with young babies aged 

up to 12 mths.  

Manicure 

A 4 week course teaching learners the skills and 
knowledge to perform professional manicure         
treatments for clients. Covering health & safety,     
contra-indications, contra-actions, anatomy &       
physiology, aftercare, filing and hand and arm      
massage as well as the Gel Polish system. To gain 
the qualification learners must be able to complete all 
4 weeks. Crèche available.  

Christmas Family Fun 

A one off session packed 

full of activities including salt 

dough tree decorations, deco-

rating buns with a Christmas 

theme, making your own cards,        

calendars and Christmas      

pictures, topped off with a story 

to finish with.  Best suited to    

children aged 18mths — 5 

years.  

Completing a booking form does not guarantee you a place. Details correct at time of printing.  



 

 

My Nursery Journey at Elland Children’s Centre Nursery. 
 
Hello, my name is Tyler 

 
My nursery journey began in January 2014 when I was just 5 months old. I was a happy, content baby and readily smiled.  

I have eczema but that is not a problem as all my needs are met in nursery.  I am in the 2+ room now and thoroughly enjoy my days here. 

I enjoy the climbing frame, playing power rangers with my friends and cutting and sticking as I am learning how to use scis-

sors!  

I will soon be leaving nursery and going to school but the nursery staff have ensured that I am well prepared.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My Nursery Journey 

Power Rangers 

need a good 

breakfast! 

And a healthy 

lunch before 

nursery. 

And we’re ready for 

action! 

During morning free play I played with 

paint and glitter. It was great fun; I did 

smiley faces, wriggly patterns and I 

even did a ‘T’ for Tyler. Afterwards I put 

a ‘T’ with paint on black paper and 

sprinkled glitter on it. I took it home to 

show my Daddy.  

Now for some even harder work! 

Colour sorting using tweezers —

Oh well its good for my fine motor 

skills and my hand to eye             

co-ordination.  

My Dad has found nursery to be 

very supportive and friendly. My 

keyworker will miss me but wishes 

me well for the next step of my 

learning journey. I hope school is 

ready for this Power Ranger!  



 

 

Energy Levels Project 
 
Our NHP Energy Levels Project is all about helping you make the most of your fuel – whether it’s the 
food you eat or the gas, electricity and water you use in your home. 
 
Last November North Halifax Partnership secured a grant from Northern Gas Networks Community 
Promises Fund to help local families boost their energy and save their money.  Since then nearly 390 
people have joined us by signing up at their local NHP Sure Start Children’s Centre or online at northhalifaxpartnership.org/energy-levels/  
 
Thirty five people have taken our online quiz and saved a virtual £14,537 –  an average of £415 per person! They’ve pledged to make small 
changes around the home from washing clothes at 30 degrees, to unplugging the telly/dvd player/computer.  We’re just starting to get out a 
few freebie energy saving devices to winners in the quiz draws and there are more to come … 
 

Each Children’s Centre has an Energy Champion and our Spring Growth Campaign got hundreds of      
children growing cress in children’s centres and at home; and at Wellholme Park Children’s Centre children 
have enjoyed eating the spring onions and strawberries which they have helped James to grow  in tubs this 
summer. 
 
Every week there’s an Energy Tip  on our Facebook Page; and you can also sign up for our monthly   
newsletter.  We’ve got cooking sessions with a twist planned for the autumn in Brighouse, Pellon, 
Mixenden, and Ovenden , and some easy and practical on-the -spot help for people who might want to try 
reducing their energy bills by switching provider or method of charging.   
 

 
Watch this Space – or better still sign up at northhalifaxpartnership.org/energy-levels/! 

How Can You Get Involved 

 Recruitment 
 

Our next recruitment     
round will start on  

Wednesday 16th August, please check the Jobs 
section on our website for any vacancies.  

 
We generally advertise 6—8 Weekly, we encour-
age job seekers to keep checking our website for 

the latest vacancies.  
 

www.surestartchildrescentresnhp.org.uk 
 

Good Luck 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Work Club 

 
If you are not quite ready to apply for one of our 
vacancies and feel you need a little help with up-

dating your C.V. or interview preparation then 
why not call in and see Caroline at our Work Club 

in Elland.  
 

The Work Club is on every Monday afternoon 
from 1 until 3pm at Elland Children’s Centre,  

Boxhall Road. Elland HX5 0BB. You can search 
for jobs, update or write your C.V. learn about our 

employability courses and lots more.  
 

Don’t delay pop in today! 
 
 

https://northhalifaxpartnership.org/energy-levels/
https://northhalifaxpartnership.org/energy-levels/


 

 

Contact Details 

Ash Green 

Children’s Centre 

1 Sunny Bank Road, 

Mixenden, Halifax 

HX2 8RX  

Tel: 01422 243941 

 

Creations Community 

Children’s Centre 

Albert Road, Pellon, 

Halifax, HX2 0QD 

Tel: 01422 434006 

 

 

 

Elland Children’s Centre 

Boxhall Road 

Elland,  

Halifax 

HX5 0BB  

Tel: 01422 266197  

 

Field Lane 

Children’s Centre 

Burnsall Road 

Rastrick, HD6 3JT 

Tel: 01484 386621 

 

 

 

Holywell Green 

Children’s Centre 

Bradley View 

Holywell Green 

Halifax, HX4 9AE 

Tel: 01422 266197 

 

Innovations 

Children’s Centre 

Cousin Lane, Ovenden, 

Halifax, HX2 8DQ 

Tel: 01422 248222 

 

 

 

Illingworth Community 

Children’s Centre 

Occupation Lane, 

Illingworth, Halifax, 

HX2 9RL 

Tel: 01422 243633 

 

Northowram and 

Shelf Hub 

Lydgate, Northowram, 

HX3 7EJ 

Tel: 01422 434006 

 

 

 

Kevin Pearce 

Children’s Centre 

Ovenden Road, 

Ovenden, Halifax, 

HX3 5RQ 

Tel: 01422 252209 

 

Wellholme Park 

Children’s Centre 

Bradford Road 

Brighouse, HD6 4AF 

Tel: 01484 714768 

 

Catch the comment 
 
This quarters Catch the Comment winner is 
Daniel Dewick one of our Dads from Lower 
Valley.  Daniel and his family attended Sport 
for All at Creations Community Children’s Centre.  
He left us this comment “As a family we love bringing our 3 year 
old boy. Every time we come you make the sessions fun and  
engaging. My little boy loves learning, thanks for another brilliant 
sessions” Keep giving us your feedback on our services.  

Other News 

Keep up to date 
 
We put regular updates for groups and activities 
going on throughout all our centres on our      
Facebook page. We are also in the process of 
developing Facebook pages for each of the centres where you 
will be able to see more of what goes on in the individual centres.  

 
We are also working our way through giving each of 
our day-care web pages an overhaul. When they are 
finished they will be packed full of more information 
about each of our day-cares that we are sure      

parents will really like.  
 
If you haven’t already followed us on Facebook then head on 
over and search for Sure Start Childrens Centre NHP, give us a 
like and all our updates will appear in your news feed.  
 
If you want to know more about what we do including day-care, 
family support and the family learning team then search for us on 
the web or click on the link to take you straight to our website 
www.surestartchildrenscentresnhp.org.uk 

Family and Adult Learning News 
 
Over the last year or so we have been able to offer some very successful accredited courses including Adult Massage, Manicure,       
Emergency Paediatric First Aid, Food Hygiene and Volunteering Helping in Schools. Learners have had great success after completing 
these courses with many learners going on to undertake other courses with Beauty Training Direct or studying for their Level 3 Teaching 
Assistant qualification at Calderdale College or moving into employment.     
 
Some of our most recent learners receiving their certificates for attending the Volunteering Helping in Schools at Ash Green Children’s 
Centre.  

Take a look on page 

8 for all our courses 

starting  

in September 

For your chance to win  

Tell us your opinion......  

Ask reception for a  

Catch the Comment Form. 


